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Christian Moser House and Barn 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 11-21-2003 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes__X_ 

no 

'>roperty Name: Moser Farm and Barn Inventory Number: _F_-_4_-9~4 ______ _ 

Address: City: south of Thurmont Zip Code: ______ _ 

County: ~F-=-'re=-=d=-=e=ri=c=k--------~ USGS Topographic Map: ______________ _ 

Owner: Is the property being evaluated a district? __ yes 

Tax Parcel Number: ____ _ Tax Map Number: Tax Account ID Number: 

Project: Agency: 

Site visit by MHT staff: X no __ yes Name: ------------ Date: 

Is the property located within a historic district? __ yes no 

i If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: ______ _ 

j NR-listed district __ yes Eligible district __ yes Name of District: 

· Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource __yes no Non-contributing but eligible in another context __ yes 
'L --

I If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible ___X_yes __ no 

Criteria: XA B X C D -- --

Prepared by: DOT-FHWA Emil Elinsky 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: 

Considerations: A B C D E F G 

Date Prepared: 2/10/1978 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

None 

The Moser House and Barn are important representatives of 19th century building traditions in the area of Frederick County, 
Maryland. Essentially unaltered, both structures embody the characteristics of their period. Their survival as a small agrarian 
complex enhances the significance of the property since the resource also serves as an illustration of the 19th century farmstead in 
Frederick County and contributes to an understanding of the pattern of agrarian settlement in 19th century Maryland. 

MARYLAND IDSTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended _K_ Eligibility not recommended __ 

Criteria: _x_A ____B _x_c ___D Considerations: __ A __ B__ C __ D __ E __ F __ G __ None 

MHT Comments 
This property was Federally Nominated for the National Register. 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services 

Charles A. Herrimrton. Keeoer 

Reviewer, NR Program 

Date 

Thursday, March 16, 1978 

Date 



F-4-94 
<llristian Moser House an:l Barn 
Myersville vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1830-ca. 1870 

'Ihe <llristian Moser House an:l Barn are the remaining historic ruildings of 

a fannstead established about 1830 by <llristian Moser. 'Ihe house an:l barn are 

currently unoccupied an:l used as storage, as a modern residence Wilt in the 

1960's is the principal structure on the property. 'Ihe old house is a 

two-story log structure on an exposed stone basement with gennan an:l clapboard 

siding which has l::leen reroc>ved in same sections, revealing the log walls. Parts 

of the stone base have also deteriorated, showing the sub-surface portion of 

the stone wall. '!he interior of the house has a two-room plan with plaster 

over lath walls. '!he roof is covered with corrugated metal. '!he barn was 

built about 1870 to replace an earlier barn which Wrned. It has vertical 

siding above the original stone foun::lation. '!he stall level is enclosed with 

horizontal flush boards an:l lath. 'Ihe house illustrates the vernacular 

technology of log an:l stone building of the secorrl quarter of the 19th century 

through its currently partially deteriorated state. 



F-4-94 
O'lristian Moser House arrl Barn 
Myersville 
Frederick County 

HISIDRIC CDNTE>IT: 

MARYIAND a::MPREHENSIVE HISIDRIC PRESERVATION PI.AN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Piedrront 
(Harford, Balt.i.nore, carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgome:ry 
Counties, arrl Balt.i.nore City) 

O'lronological/Developnent Period: 
Agricultural-In:iustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 

Prehistoric/Historic Period '!hemes: 
Architecture, I..arrlscape Architecture arrl Conununity Planning 

Resource Type: 

category: Building 

Historic Envirornnent: Rural 

Historic F\lnction arrl Use: 
Domestic/single dwelling/residence 
Agriculture/sul:sistence/anlinal facility/barn 

Known Design Source: None 



M37 P35 Survey No. F-4-94 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Christian Moser House and Barn 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 1914 Monument Road __ not for publication 

city, town Myersville ----1L vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category Status Present Use 

__ occupied __ agriculture __ museum 
~ unoccupied __ commercial __ park 

__ district 
__x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 
__ both __ work in progress __ educational __ private residence 

__ object 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 

Accessible 
-X- yes: restricted 

__ entertainment __ religious 
__ government __ scientific 

__ being considered 
~not applicable 

_yes: unrestricted __ industrial __ transportation 
__ no __ military _x__ other: not in 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Leonard M. and Marjorie E. Smith 

street & number 1914 Monument Road telephone no.: 

city, town 
Myersville state and zip code Md. 21773 

S. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 441 

street & number 100 w. Patrick Street folio 572 

city, town Frederick state Md. 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

use 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

'pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
_x_ fair 

Check one 
- deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Survey No. F-4-94 

Check one 
__x__ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

mNTRIBUI'ING RESOURCE COUNT: 2 

'lhe Clrristian Moser House an::l Barn are the remal.Ill11g buildings of an 
agricultural complex established about 1830 by Clrristian Moser, an::l consist of a log 
two-story dwelling in deteriorated corxtition on an exposed stone foundation an::l a 
frame bank barn which appears to have been built during the period 1850-1875. 'lhe 
buildings are located on the northwest side of Monument Road about 1/4 mile west of 
Interstate 70 near Myersville, Frederick County, Marylan::l. 'lhe buildings are 
currently used as storage an::l a modern, non-contriJ::uting residence is the principal 
structure on the current parcel. 'lhe house is located about 40 yards west of the 
modern dwelling facing a pooo. 'lhe barn is located northwest of the pooo. 

'lhe Moser House has a three-bay irregular facade on the southeast elevation. 
'lhe exposed stone foundation has deteriorated an::l some layers of stone have been 
renoved, with a brick support added at the southeast corner. A recessed six-panel 
door is located in the center of the baserrent level, flanked by two 6/6 deteriorated 
wimows. 'lhe main first story an::l the secooo story have log structure which is 
revealed uroer the weathered gennan siding just above the stone basement an::l above 
the first story where a porch was renoved prior to 1944, leaving the outline of the 
roof. 'lhe center door has 6 panels with a four-light transom. 'lhe flankin::J wiOOows 
an::l the two wiOOows on the secooo story are 6/6. sane glass is missing or broken in 
each wiOOCM. 'lhe cornice is boxed an::l the gable roof is covered with corrugate 
metal. An interior chimney is located at the west gable_ em an::l a later exterio.i:. 
brick chimney rebuilt above an original stone base is at the east em. 'lhe east 
elevation has no openings except at the attic level. 'lhe west elevation has two 
bays with 6/6 sash, some with broken panes. A considerable section of the log 
structure is revealed on the secooo story, showing the wood nogging laid between the 
main timbers. 'lhe gable has clapboard siding which is probably earlier than the 
gennan siding of the main walls. 'lhe northwest elevation is in the best overall 
corxtition, with the gennan siding intact. It has a three-bay irregular arrangement 
with a 6-panel door set off-center an::l 6/6 wiOOows, m:>St of which are intact. 
Louvred shutters flank one secooo story wiOOCM. 'lhe interior of the house shows a 
two-roam plan with a beaded central partition which has a single opening apparently 
widened during the mid-20th century. 'lhe outside walls are plaster over lath. A 
corner wiming stair is located at the northeast corner of the first floor an::l a 
plain fireplace surround opens on the east wall. A sink is located uroer the wiOOow 
on the southeast wall next to the door. 'lhe wiOOow an::l door trim is silllply molded 
an::l the door has a box lock. 'lhe floor is covered with deteriorated linoleum. 'lhe 
secooo floor was inaccessible. 

Barn: 'lhe frame bank barn has a stone base an::l the stall level on the southeast 
elevation is enclosed with horizontal lath an::l flush boards. According to Mr. 
smith, the current owner, this barn replaced the original barn which burned about 
1870. At the time it was rebuilt, urooubtedly on the original stone foundation, it 
was exteroed in length. 'lhe siding is vertical boards an::l the roof is covered with 
corrugated metal. 'lhe barn is not currently in use. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-4-94 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- 140(}-1499 

- 150(}-1599 
160(}-1699 

- 170(}-1799 
_x_ 180(}-1899 
_ 190(}-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law __ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates c. 1830-1899 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B xC 

A B C 

Level of Significance: national 

D 

D E F G 

state x local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'!he Christian Moser House tells much about the technology of vernacular log 
building in the secorrl quarter of the 19th century by virtue of its current 
corrlition in which sections of the stone f~tion have been partially renoved am. 
the upper log structure revealed by the removal of deteriorated exterior siding. 
'!he interior walls also show how lath am. plaster were applied over the log walls. 
Even the siding suggests how the original clapboards were often replaced on the 
lower walls with newer german siding after 1850. '!he house was probably built by 
Christian Moser about 1830, who is shown on the 1858 Isaac Bond map as the owner in 
that year {the reprinted Borrl map in the vicinity of the Moser House is illegible in 
nhotocopy am. is not included as an attachment to this form). It was the center of 

126-acre farm which remained in the Moser family 1.ll'ltil 1927. '!he current owners, 
L.!le Smiths occupied the log house as their residence from 1944 to the early 1960 1s. 
'!he Moser barn is less ilrportant architecturally than the log house, since many 
barns of the period 1870-1900 are extant in better corrlition. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-4-94 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858. 
Land Records of Frederick County. 
Smith, Mr. Leonard M., personal interview, June 9, 1992. 
Titus, c.o. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 2 acres 

Quadrangle name 

UTM References 

Myersville, Md. Quadrangle scale ----=l,_,_:_,,,2'--'4'""0~0~0~--

do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I 8 W 111 I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJI ..._ ........__..__..._ ......... __. D LJ.J ..._I ..__I ..__.._ ..... _.I .__I .............. ____ _._ 

E LU ._I ......__..__..._ ......... _. F LLJ I I I _I -----....-

G LU ._I ....._....__..._ ......... __. H LLJ I I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 2 acres including the log house and bank barn on Tax Map 37, 
Parcel 35. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date July 1992 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Md. 21 7 O 1 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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F-4-94 
Christian Moser House and Barn 
Frederick County 
c.o. Titus, Atla.s of Frederick 

county, 1873. 
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